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Great Falls
Library
Promotes Art
News, Page 10

Holiday Help
In a Time
Of Need
News, Page 3

‘Going Green’
At Nike Field

News, Page 4

The work of local artists Shela Qamer and Frank
Barnako is currently on display in the two con-

ference rooms at Great Falls Library. Here,
Qamer displays a piece from her collection

called ‘Peace in Colors’ titled ‘Waterfalls,’ and
Barnako shows his photo titled ‘Star Spangled

Truck,’ photographed while he was in Maine.

Great Falls
Library
Promotes Art
News, Page 10
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New Year Sale!!!

Monday through Saturday 10-6 • Sunday 12-4 • VISA • Master Card • Discover • AMEX

GREAT FALLS
Rte. 7 and Georgetown Pike (Route 193)
Seneca Square (Next to Calico Corners)

1025-N Seneca Road

Rt. 193

Great Falls
FloorsLeesburg

Tysons Corner

Georgetown Pike

Old Dominion Dr.Rt. 7

McLean

Reston
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Herndon

Calico

703-759-9200

SERVING YOU

SINCE 1998

OPEN SUNDAYS

EXCELLENT REPUTATION FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE & SUPERIOR CRAFTSMANSHIP

Hardwood
Sand & Finish

SPECIAL

Custom
Stair Rods
Available

Customer Satisfaction is Guaranteed

Personal
Service

Extensive
Selection

Excellent
Value

Superior
Service

Expert
Craftsmen
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News

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Connection

A
bout 60 people showed
up to testify before the
Fairfax County delega-

tion to the Virginia General As-
sembly at a Jan. 9 hearing. The
representatives, including state
senators and delegates, headed
to Richmond for the start of the
legislative session on Jan. 13.

Virginia’s budget is one of
the top priorities for most
state legislators in 2010. The
General Assembly passes a
new budget only once every
two years and the current
spending plan has a $4 billion
shortfall.

Former Gov. Tim Kaine (D)
proposed closing Virginia’s bud-
get gap through a mix of tax
increases and cuts in services
before leaving office this
month. Among other things,

What Your
Neighbors Want
In their own words, locals
speak out at Virginia General
Assembly hearing.

Kaine’s plan included a $60
million reduction in Fairfax
County Public Schools’ state
funding.

Unlike his predecessor, newly
sworn-in Gov. Robert
McDonnell (R) has said he
would not raise taxes to bal-
ance the budget, which could
mean deeper cuts to services
than the ones proposed by
Kaine.

About one-third of the people
who took their Saturday morn-
ing off to speak to Fairfax
County’s senators and del-
egates had serious concerns
about Virginia’s budget impact
on residents with disabilities
who receive or are waiting to
receive assistance from the
commonwealth.

Other speakers addressed a
range of topics including taxes,
the local court system and state
funding for Fairfax schools.

JACK BRUGGEMAN’S sis-
ter Cathy, 47, cannot walk, feed
or dress herself.

Though Bruggeman’s parents
cared for Cathy
during the first
22 years of her
life, she has
spent the last 25
at Northern Vir-
ginia Training
Center, a state-
run facility on
Braddock Road
in Fairfax.
Bruggeman, a
board member
of center’s “par-
ents and associ-
ates” group, could not be hap-
pier to have her there.

“Although [Northern Virginia
Training Center] is a state-run
facility, I have never though of
my sister as being in a state in-
stitution. … Because of the care
she receives there, Cathy has a
full life,” said Bruggeman, who
credits the center’s staff with
discovering his sister’s breast
cancer last year while it was still
treatable.

Bruggeman worries about the
increasing pressure to close
state institutions like the North-
ern Virginia Training Center,
which he said suffer unfairly
from negative stereotypes

about government-run facili-
ties.

Some other advocates for
people with disabilities have

called for the
closing of state-
run facilities like
the Northern Vir-
ginia Training
Center in favor of
small settings,
such as group
homes or home
health care.
Group homes or
personal aides
not only provide
a person with dis-
abilities more in-

dependence but are also
cheaper to run, according to
these advocates.

Bruggeman doesn’t disagree
with those advocating for more
group homes and other indi-
vidualized settings for the most
part. For many people with dis-
abilities, those types of arrange-
ments are more appropriate.
But there is small set of people
with disabilities, like his sister,
that need the type of care only
a fully-loaded facility, like the
Northern Virginia Training
Center, can provide, he said.

“It is more expensive to care
for someone like my sister. Pe-
riod,” said Bruggeman.

Jack Bruggeman,
Vienna

By Mike DiCicco

The Connection

O
n the afternoon of Dec. 9, Great Falls
UPS deliveryman Cliff Barr and his
holiday-season assistant, Great Falls
resident Sean Aaron, were in the

middle of their daily route. With Christmas about
two weeks away, it was the busiest time of year for
deliveries. “About 2:30, 2:45, I get a call from my
son. He’s in hysterics,” Barr said.

His 18-year-old son had been the only person at
Barr’s home in Bealeton, Va. when an ember popped
from the wood-burning stove and caught the couch
on fire. He would soon be
taken to the hospital to be
treated for smoke inhala-
tion. Now, he was calling to
say the house was burning
down. “Here I am at work
and my house is on fire,”
Barr said.

By the time he had called
his supervisor and made
the 50-mile drive home, most of the fire trucks were
gone and the house and its contents were destroyed.
“What wasn’t burned inside the house was so smoke-
damaged it wasn’t worth saving,” he said.

“I felt absolutely terrible when he got the phone
call, and I wanted to help out,” Aaron said.

A sophomore at Union College in Schenectady, N.Y.,
Aaron had decided the year before to assist with the
UPS holiday rush as a way to make money while he

was back in town over winter break. “They ended
up putting me with the driver on my route,” he said,
noting that the arrangement was convenient for all
parties and that Barr had turned out to be “a great
guy to be around.”

“Cliff has a heart of gold. I could see that by the
relationships he’s formed,” Aaron said. “Everybody’s
always happy to see him.”

Barr has been delivering to the Great Falls area for
about five years.

THE NIGHT OF THE FIRE, Aaron typed up a flier
soliciting contributions from the community. Barr was
off for the next two days, and Aaron used that time
to distribute the flier to businesses on their route,
and he posted a notice on the online Neighbors Net-
work. The carrier who works the Great Falls route
for FedEx also helped distribute fliers. Aaron didn’t
tell Barr about his efforts, hoping to surprise him
with a Christmas gift from the community.

“Unbeknownst to me, he organized this whole
thing,” Barr said. “I wouldn’t have condoned it by no
means, but he just went ahead and did it.”

At first, Aaron set a modest goal of about $500.
However, he said, “I was
absolutely blown away by
the response from the com-
munity. They reaffirmed my
belief in people.”

“We were all just devas-
tated by his loss,” said Jinny
Beyer, who owns a quilt stu-
dio in the Great Falls Village

Centre. “You’ve got your UPS driver and you have a
daily pickup and you get to know him pretty well.”
Not only did the shop take up a collection, but she
and her staff also worked together to sew a quilt for
Barr and his family. With a flannel backing, the quilt
was intended for cozying up on a sofa, Beyer said.
“Like when people are sick, you make them comfort

Holiday Help in Time of Need
Young Great Falls resident
organizes community
donation after UPS
carrier’s house destroyed.
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Workers at Jinny Beyer Studio pose with Cliff Barr and the quilt they made for him.
From left are Barbara Hollinger, Diane Kirkhart, Cliff Barr, Jinny Beyer, Jane Allingham
and Linda Marcinowski.

“That speaks leaps and
bounds for this community.
They’ve got a big heart.”

— Cliff Barr, UPS deliveryman

See Community,  Page 9
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School Hosts Open House
Great Falls Village Green Day School will conduct the Admis-

sion Open House on Wednesday, Jan. 20, 1- p.m. Childcare avail-
able. RSVP 703-759-4049. Snow date is Wednesday, Jan. 27.

Lace & Grace Tea
Tickets on Sale

The Episcopal Church Women of St. Thomas Episcopal Church
in McLean will host a Lace & Grace Tea on Saturday, Feb. 13, at
2 p.m. A portion of the tea proceeds will benefit local women
served by Alternative House in Vienna.

The event features a variety of tea delicacies and sweets cre-
ated by Mary Lee’s Desserts of Vienna. Local instrumentalists
will provide salon music. A portion of the tea proceeds will ben-
efit local women served by Alternative House in Vienna. The
event is open to girlfriends, mothers, grandmothers, aunts, friends
and ‘tween-to-teen girls, and will take place at St. Thomas Epis-
copal Church, Hudson Hall, 8991 Brook Road, McLean, near the
intersection of Route 7 and Lewinsville Road.

Tickets priced $30 per person will be available through Jan.
20. Contact St. Thomas Episcopal Church at 703-442-0330 to
reserve tickets. Group sales are welcome.

Correction
In the Jan. 6 article “2010 in Great Falls: Pike Debate Heats

Up,” the Great Falls Connection incorrectly stated that a project
to narrow Walker Road on the south side of Georgetown Pike
had received funding from the Virginia Department of Transporta-
tion (VDOT) and was put out to bid in December. The funding ap-
proved over the summer is from the Fairfax County Department of
Transportation, and the project has not yet been put out to bid.

Thinking of Those in War Zones
Over winter break, the Langley High School’s boys
varsity basketball team and their Coach Travis Hess
performed a service project with Neighbors Interna-
tional in Great Falls to pack boxes of food and
supplies for American troops in the war zones of
Iraq and Afghanistan. They purchased the goods and
packed more than 25 large boxes under the guid-
ance of Neighbors’ Sharon Rainey and Pam Gilbert.

Week in Greta Falls

News

M
olly Moran, the
Georgetown Visita
tion high school se-

nior, is taking her passion of ‘Go
Green’ to the local Great Falls Nike
sports fields.

When it came time for her to
earn the Girls Scouts highest
honor — the Gold Award — it was
an easy decision for a girl who has
focused on the importance on re-
cycling since doing a project on
this in grade school. “I used to stuff
my back pack full of papers and
plastic bottles I found around the
elementary school and bring them

home to recycle them in our home
containers. I think I drove my mom
a bit crazy for a few years, until
the school purchased their own
recycle containers” said Moran.

She and her three red-haired sib-
lings have been a frequent sight
on the Nike Sports Fields, playing
baseball, softball, soccer and la-
crosse for the past 12 years. She
was often upset that the fields had
no recycle containers for plastic
bottles and noticed that the trash
containers were overflowing with
recyclable products. Reverting
back to her elementary school
ways, she would load up the fam-
ily car with as many of the items
she could fit in the trunk and take
them to her home containers.

Recently, Moran approached
Julie Casso, the volunteer who
runs the Snack Shack at Nike
fields, and Jim Mraz, the head of
Great Falls Little League, with her
idea to allocate recycle containers
for the Nike Fields. Realizing that

she had addressed an important
community issue, The Great Falls
Little League agreed to place the
cost of recycling collection in its
annual budget.

“I was so impressed with Molly’s
initiative and enthusiasm. She has
managed to do something sub-
stantial and long-lasting for our
community,” said Casso. “Many
people talk about changing the
world, but Molly Moran has done
it”

Recycling containers are already
available at some of the Nike
fields. Moran has estimated that
it would take about 40 bins to
cover all of the fields and keep
them pristine.

She would like to solicit local
sponsors to purchase a recycling
container. Each bin costs about
$30.

Those interested in donating a
bin can e-mail Julie Casso at
juliecasso@aol.com or call her at
703-444-1234.

Photos contributed

Molly Moran has focused on the impor-
tance on recycling since doing a project on
this in grade school.

Molly Moran, the Georgetown Visitation
high school senior, is taking her passion of
‘Go Green’ to the local Great Falls Nike
sports fields.

‘Going Green’ at Nike Field
Great Falls
high school
senior sponsors
sports recycle
containers.

To have community events listed in the
Connection, send to Great
Falls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

THURSDAY/JAN. 14
Vienna-Tysons Regional Chamber

of Commerce. 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Board Installation Luncheon at
Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine
Bar. 1960 Chain Bridge Road,
McLean. www.vtrcc.org.

FRIDAY/JAN. 15
Republican Club of Greater

Reston Annual General Meeting
and Election of Officers. 7:30
p.m. Lake Anne Community Center.
703-406-9740.

SUNDAY/JAN. 17
NAACP Fairfax County Youth

Council Meeting. 4 p.m. at the
George Mason University Johnson
Center, Robeson Room, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Meetings
are open to youth ages 10-20.
restonbell7@gmail.com.

TUESDAY/JAN. 19
Virginia Liberty Project Meeting

with Walter Williams. 6 p.m. The
Waterford at Fair Oaks, 12025 Lee
Jackson Memorial Highway, Fairfax.
Free. Reserve at 703-286-5241.

SATURDAY/JAN. 23
League of Women Voters of the

Fairfax Area General Meeting.
10:30 a.m. at Country Club of

Fairfax, 5110 Ox Road, Fairfax. ‘A
New Tysons: Vision or Pipe Dream?’
with  Clark Tyler, Chairman of
Tysons’ Land Use Task Force. The
discussion is free, reservations for
lunch following are required.
Reserve at www.lwv-fairfax.org.

Town Hall: Senator Janet
Howell, Delegate Jim Scott,
and Delegate Barbara
Comstock. 10 a.m.-12 p.m. at the
Little Theatre at Longfellow Middle
School, 2000 Westmoreland St.,
Falls Church.
DelJScott@house.state.va.us or
804-698-1053.

Town Hall:  Senator Mary
Margaret Whipple and
Delegate Jim Scott. 1-3 p.m. at
Falls Church Community Center,
223 Little Falls Street Falls Church.
DelJScott@house.state.va.us or
804-698-1053.

Bulletin Board

Faith Notes are for announcements
and events in the faith community. Send
t o
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

Antioch Christian Church, 1860
Beulah Road in Vienna, is hosting guest
speaker the Rev. Deborah Thompson for
the church’s Martin Luther King Jr. Sun-
day Celebration at 11 a.m. Sunday,
Jan.17. The public is invited, and a re-
ception will follow.
www.antiochdoc.org or 703-938-6753.

The Jewish Social Services
Agency (JSSA) offers a wide variety of
support groups for those with emo-
tional, social, and physical challenges.
Contact Gary Axelrod, 301-610-8309 or
gaxelrod@jssa.org, or www.jssa.org.

HAVEN of Northern Virginia of-
fers a variety of free bereavement
support groups, meeting on a weekly
basis. Contact 703-941-7000 or
www.havenofnova.org for schedules
and registration information.

Faith
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French

Mediterranean

Cuisine

703-757-9300
10123 Colvin Run Road, Great Falls, VA 22066

www.MediterraneeRestaurant.com

LUNCH - best deal in town - 12 items under $10

DINNER DEALS
Monday nights: ........Buy 2 main courses – get second 50% off
Tuesday nights:........All main courses -  $18.95 and under
  Selected wine bottles $20.00 and under
Wednesday nights:..3-course Menu $22.95
Thursday nights: ......All U Can Eat Mussels - $18.95

To have community events listed in
the Connection, send to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

Army 2nd Lt. Roman A.
Terehoff has graduated from the In-
fantry Basic Officer Leader Course at
Fort Benning, Columbus, Ga. He is the
son of Alex G. and Irina P. Terehoff of
Borge St., Oakton, Va. Terehoff gradu-
ated in 2001 from Oakton High School,
and received a bachelor’s degree in 2008
from George Mason University.

Jennifer E. Fulco has graduated
from the Army ROTC (Reserve Officer
Training Corps) Leader’s Training Course
at Fort Knox, Ky. Fulco is a student at

George Mason University, and a 2007
graduate of James Madison High School.
She is the daughter of Bruce R. and Judy
A. Fulco of Podium Drive, Vienna.

Jerard M. Paden has graduated
from the Army ROTC (Reserve Officer
Training Corps) Leader Development
and Assessment Course, also known as
“Operation Warrior Forge,” at Fort
Lewis, Tacoma, Wash. Paden is a stu-
dent at Norwich University, Northfield,
Vt., and is the grandson of Eleanor Clark
of Carrhill Road, Vienna.

Air Force Airman Kimberly J.
Werman graduated from basic military
training at Lackland Air Force Base, San
Antonio, Texas. She is the daughter of

Frank Werman of Silverstone Court in
Oakton, and sister of Kyle Werman of
Plum Run Court in Fairfax. Werman is
a 2005 graduate of James Madison High
School.

Air Force Airman Kristen N. Farmer
graduated from basic military training at
Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio,
Texas. She is the daughter of Robert
Farmer of Gosnell Road, Vienna, and
Michelle Farmer of Fairview Heights, Ill.

Coast Guard Seaman Nicholas C.
Pfautz , son of Terry Pfautz of
Warrenton and Richard Pfautz of
McLean, recently graduated from the
U.S. Coast Guard Recruit Training Cen-
ter in Cape May, N. J.

Military Notes

CravensNursery.com

Major credit cards accepted

SINCE 1973

Open 9-5, 7 days a week

60,000 POTS

35% TO 75%
OFF ALL Trees & Shrubs

Ask cashier for details

Buy 1 at Regular Price
Get 2 FREE

25% OFF
BONSAI, ORCHIDS,

CACTI, PERENNIALS

If you do not get The Great
Falls Connection delivered to
your home…

FIRST CLASS
MAILED
SUBSCRIPTIONS
are now available for the first
time with timely postal carrier
delivery: $30 for six months.
Help us meet the costs of providing
first-rate community journalism on
newsprint to your household.

Call 703-778-9426 (or -9427)
or e-mail circulation@

connectionnewspapers.com
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Saturday Hours Available at Regular Rates
(703) 450-9600  •  www.DavesAir.com

201 Davis Drive, Suite GG
Sterling, VA 20164

See Trio,  Page 7

News

By Donna Southworth

E
very day, at exactly 7:20
a.m., heads turn, cars
swerve and early morning

drivers squint their tired eyes to
take a closer look at what appears
to be a man walking a deer across
Old Dominion Drive at a busy in-
tersection in McLean. On closer
look, it’s not a deer, but a Great

Dane — the exact size and color
of a deer.
Catch the sight on a misty morn-
ing, and one would swear it was
a deer on a leash in this man’s
left hand. As if that’s not enough,
in stark contrast to this long,
leggy beige figure on this man’s
left — to his right is a stocky,
bowed-legged Olde English
Bulldogge.

THE DOGS, affectionately known
as Samson (Great Dane) and
Bentley (Bulldogge), belong to
Chris and Jill Farrell. Weighing in
at 155 and 75 pounds respectively,
or a combined 230 pounds, the
dogs outweigh Chris Farrell, and
these guys know it. They head out
every morning for their 45-minute
journey “Three-hundred-sixty-five,

Every day at 7:20 a.m., Chris Farrell crosses the Old Dominion Drive
walking his two dogs.

Samson (Great Dane) and Bentley (Olde English
Bulldogge) belong to Chris and Jill Farrell of McLean.

The Trio A story of the trio McLean
commuters see daily at 7:20 a.m.
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Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

The Trio
News

From Page 6

no matter what,” he said. The re-
peat the journey in the evening.
Both owners have full-time jobs,
but, Chris Farrell said, “When you
have these kinds of dogs, you can’t
ignore them.”

To keep things “interesting,”
Chris Farrell varies the route. “We
don’t always pick the same paths,
we mix it up, so there’s a lot of
sniffing around and the occasional
squirrel they feel compelled to
chase,” Chris Farrell said. The boys
do know some “regulars” at the
park — Airedale Noah and Black
Lab Liza —“so there’s lots of sniff-
ing and tail wagging,” he said. And
like commuters, the dogs don’t
care much for car rides although
they adjust, both in their respec-
tive corners. Cars are necessary for
weekend jaunts to battlefields,
trails, and new adventures.

Samson, now 6 1⁄2-years old, is
“extraordinarily well mannered,
has two beds on two floors to
choose from, each depending on
his mood,” Chris Farrell said. “He
can bake in the sun on one floor
or chill out on another floor, con-
sumes six cups of food a day,

doesn’t particularly care to walk
in the rain and has free reign of
the house.”

Bentley, 18 months old, is
“America’s happiest dog, exuber-
ant, and loves everyone, all the
time, hard,” he said. “So we’re
working on good manners right
now.”

After the morning hike, Chris
Farrell often runs Bentley a couple
of miles to “knock the wind out of
his sails,” so he’s [Bentley] “wiped
out” for the day. Still, he finds it
easier to have two dogs “the older
dog trains the younger dog, and
the younger dog keeps the older
dog company.” While Samson has
free roam, Bentley prefers the ref-
uge of his crate, “the cave.”

Chris Farrell swears the dogs
never get on the furniture when
he’s not home. “They love to
wrestle,” he said. “To the uniniti-
ated, it’s horrifying. The growling,
groaning, snarling, sounds like
something horrible is going on, but
they’re just being knuckleheads
together.”

DELIVERYMEN, pizza guys and
strangers don’t make it past the

front door, but what particularly
sets these two off is “the harmless
Lhasa Apso” they encounter in the
park, said Chris Farrell. “They
sometimes go into defensive alert
mode with very small dogs. It’s
really quite ridiculous when some
little puffball yaps at them, and
they react full speed ahead.”

Aside from the Farrells, the dogs’
third best friend is the
FURminator, the 21st century de-
shedding tool Chris uses to remove
loose fur. In actuality, the guys are
getting a full body “massage” and,
of course, they know it. While it
appears these two have it made,
the receiving is equally on the
other end.

“You can’t have a dog and not
laugh at least once a day,” said
Chris Farrell. “Like they say, ‘Man’s
best friend.’ I really love them. As
Truman said, ‘If you want a friend
in D.C., get a dog.’ I’ve got two of
them. It’s unconditional love.
They’re two sweet animals.”

Donna M. Cedar-Southworth is a
writer living in McLean. She served as
speechwriter to the director, Office on
Disabilities, U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services.
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Opinion

O
ne reason for growth in the stu
dent population in public school
systems in the area right now is
the effect of the reces-

sion on family budgets. With more
than 70,000 unemployed people in
Northern Virginia, and thousands
more underemployed, some families
who did have children in private schools have
switched to public school. Given the stellar
reputations of the schools in question, it’s a
rational financial move.

But now growing enrollment and costs com-
bined with stagnant budgets are forcing some
local public school systems to rework their
budget calculations as well, resulting in more
than 30 students in many classes, more than
40 students in some classes.

This will no doubt send some parents back
to the family budget drawing board, seeking a
way to afford private school and smaller class
sizes for their children.

Most parents don’t care very much about the
size of the average class, only the sizes
of the classes in which their children
are trying to learn.

Very large classes, especially classes
with 30 or more students in them, are a detri-
ment to learning. Students with any sort of
challenges are particularly poorly served by
large classes. Very large classes also make the

task of maintaining a civil school environment
much more difficult.

Schools would do well to focus first on lim-
iting very large classes, worrying a bit less
about average class size.

It’s also an excellent time to begin paving
the way for charter schools in Virginia. What,
in the middle of a financial crunch? If we start
now to develop more encouraging guidelines
for charter schools in the region, by the time
the first schools are open, the economic cli-
mate will be vastly different.

Public schools cannot meet all the needs of
all the students that come through the doors.
Families deserve some well-constructed al-
ternatives. Governor-elect Bob McDonnell,
along with President Obama, is right to push
to open the doors for more charter schools
in Virginia.

Large Classes, Tough Choices
Opening the doors
for more charter
schools in Virginia.

Editorial

Letters to the Editor
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Preserving
Community

To the Editor:
I have heard lots of discussion

and read several letters on these
pages (mine included) regarding
VDOT’s proposal to funnel two
lanes of traffic off of Route 7 onto
Georgetown Pike at Seneca Road.
It occurs to me that something very
important seems to have been left
out of the picture so far. I could be
wrong, but I thought we were try-
ing to establish a community here.

When the Great Falls Citizens
Association polled its members
several years ago, much was said
about traffic calming on the Pike
and making it more pedestrian-
friendly; about the new Great Falls
Library, Santobello Park and Free-
dom Memorial; about gathering at
the Village Center for the annual
Easter Egg Hunt, the lighting of
the Christmas Tree, the Fourth of
July Fireworks and the concerts on
the Village Green in the summer.

Local restaurants, businesses
and artists have done much to en-
gage residents and encourage
them to shop and do business in
Great Falls, and at one point there
was even discussion about devel-
oping a senior center in town. The
Turner Farm site was developed
after many years of dedicated
commitment by local community
leaders and contributions of time
and money by residents, and the
Grange and School House have
been cherished and preserved as
the historical anchors they are to
this community. Somehow, the
idea of bumper-to-bumper and/or
speeding traffic along the clogged
artery that Georgetown Pike has
become does not fit with this small

town picture.
Those people whom I have

heard promoting VDOT’s proposal
have consistently accused Great
Falls residents who oppose this
project of being selfish and snob-
bish “NIMBYs.” They say that
Georgetown Pike is a public road,
and as such, everyone has a right
to traverse it. That part may be
true, but does having a right to do
something always make it the right
thing to do? These “commuters”
have alternatives. The Great Falls
Village Center does not.
Georgetown Pike runs right
through our town and any events
that are organized or held here.

So yes, I may be a NMBY, but
when I oppose this project, I am
opposing it for our community. Not
for myself and my commuting con-
venience. Not for the “rights” of
others who do not live or work
here, but are merely “passing
through”, often at a high rate of
speed. (According to City
Data.com, 18 percent of us com-
mute, but 20 percent of us live and
work here).

I would like for Great Falls to
have a chance to achieve a sense
of community — a place where
people can meet and greet, walk,
ride and drive, dine out, shop and
enjoy the bucolic area with a mo-
dicum of peace and much less traf-
fic  And maybe I’m being selfish
to want that — after all, it’s what
I wanted when I moved here 16
years ago. That part has never
changed.

And I also think a lot of good
alternatives have been proposed,
but I do not think VDOT is listen-
ing.

Jan McCarthy
Great Falls

Lifesaving Bill
To the Editor,
As a two-time cancer survivor I

was encouraged that the Senate
passed its health care reform leg-
islation before the Christmas holi-
day. It was an early gift for cancer
patients, survivors and their fami-
lies, who are closer than ever to
reaping the benefits of historic leg-
islation that will dramatically im-
prove the health care system in
this country.

The experiences of families af-
fected by cancer highlight the
major problems in our health care
system. The difficult and complex
road that begins with a diagnosis,
cancer patients can encounter all
of the major problems in the
health care system today. They are
often denied coverage because of
preexisting condition exclusions or
charged more than they can afford

The Connection welcomes views on any public issue.
The deadline for all material is noon Friday. Letters must be

signed. Include home address and home and business numbers.
Letters are routinely edited for libel, grammar, good taste and

factual errors. Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection
1606 King St.

Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-778-9410.

By e-mail: greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

Write

for critical care simply because
they have cancer.

If enacted, this bill could have
immediate and lasting benefits for
millions of people with cancer and
other life-threatening chronic dis-
eases. Getting a cancer diagnosis
would no longer put families at
risk of being denied or getting
priced out of lifesaving coverage.

This is a critical point in the war
against cancer. And I would like
to thank Sens. Warner and Webb
for putting patients before politics
by voting in favor of this lifesav-
ing bill.

Thank you Sen. Warner and Sen.
Webb for standing up and looking
out for cancer patients.

Jim Radmore
American Cancer Society

Cancer Action
Network Volunteer

Herndon
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Discount and insurance offered only with select companies and subject to availability and qualifications. Discount
amount may be lower.Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL © 2009 Allstate
Insurance Company

Call us today to see how much
you could save with Allstate’s
home & auto discounts.

Spiro Souliotis
703-481-8210
Souliotis Insurance Agency Inc.
Herndon
Souliotis@allstate.com

“I was absolutely
blown away by the
response from the
community. They

reaffirmed my
belief in people.”

— Sean Aaron

Community With a ‘Big Heart’
food. We kind of made this a com-

fort quilt.”
In all, more than 20 businesses and

individuals donated money, clothes
and other gifts through Aaron, and
he said a couple more had sent checks
since he had returned to school.

On Christmas Eve, after Barr and
Aaron made their last stop, they went
to help another driver finish his route.
Barr left for a while to assist a driver
who had gotten stuck, but he still had
Aaron’s bag in the car and stopped
by his house to drop it off. “He came
out to greet me and he said, ‘Here,
I’ve got this little extra Christmas gift
for you,” Barr recounted. Along with the gifts and
donations was a stack of cards with “words of wis-
dom and sympathy,” he said.

“I was floored. I was really floored,” Barr said.

AARON HANDED HIM more than $2,000 in
checks. Another woman had also made a quilt, and
one of the girls from Beyer’s studio had collected a
sack of Beanie Bears for Barr’s 9-year-old daughter.
Adeler Jewelers had come up with about half a dozen
bags of clothing for all three of his children, as well
as a pair of earrings as a gift for his wife.

“That speaks leaps and bounds for this commu-

nity. They’ve got a big heart,” Barr said. “I was just
overwhelmed by their generosity.”

Aaron noted that many of the individual donors
hadn’t even known Barr. “It was really something to
see,” he said.

Barr and his family are now staying in a rental
house in Remington, not far from Bealeton. He said
he was still in talks with his insurance company, but
it looked as if the damages would be covered. The
house, a total loss, will have to be torn down and
rebuilt.

Of his wintertime assistant he said, “That young
man needs to be commended for sure.”

From Page 3

News

Math Tutoring (Up to 60% OFF)
Algebra – Geometry – Trigonometry – Calculus – SAT (Math)

One-to One: Special Rate
Grades 4-9: $35/hr (Regular $80/hr)
Grades 10-12: $40/hr (Regular $85/hr)
Group of 2 (Register with 1 Classmate):
All Grades: $25/hr/Student (Regular $60/hr)
Group of 3 (Register with 2 Classmates):
All Grades: $20/hr/Student (Regular $50/hr)

2565 Chain Bridge Road T: (703) 255-7040
Vienna, VA 22181 F: (703) 255-7042
www.plutolearningcenter.com info@plutolc.com

We can help your child reach the Highest Academic Potential
Register Today. (This unbelievable offer expires soon)

OPEN HOUSES
Saturday & Sunday, Jan. 16 & 17

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this Connection Newspaper.
 For more real estate listings and open houses visit www.ConnectionNewspapers.com,

click the Real Estate links on the right side.

To add your FREE Realtor represented Open House to these weekly
listings, please contact Salome Gaibler at 703-778-9421 or

sgaibler@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings are due by Monday at 3 p.m.

GREAT FALLS
639 Nalls Farm Way...........$1,995,000.......Sun 1-4..........Weichert....................Carol Ellickson............703-862-2135

421 Walker Road.............$2,199,000.......Sun 1-4..........Long and Foster ...... Eileen Summers.......703-759-9190
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By Jenna Pugrant

The Connection

E
arly Saturday morning,
Jan. 9, Stacie Northrup
from Falls Church was

hard at work in the conference
room of the Great Falls Library.
She was making a quilt to do-
nate to charity with about a
dozen other women from
Quilter’s Unlimited, a non-profit
organization for the Northern
Virginia area that makes quilts
for charity organizations. The
conference room was covered
with the artwork of Shela
Qamer, a local artist from Great
Falls, and Northrup’s quilt, con-
structed with fabric of different
shades of rich blue colors, re-
sembled one of the art pieces
on the wall titled “Waterfalls.”

“That blue piece is my favor-
ite,” said Stacie Northrup, as she
pointed to the painting across
the room. “I’ve been staring at
it all morning and it obviously
inspired me — my quilt looks
exactly like it.”

THE ARTWORK on the walls
was part of the art exhibit pro-
gram that the library has hosted
since May 2003. “The program
has created a partnership be-
tween the library and Great
Falls residents to provide them
a place to display their work,”
said Library Branch Manager
Daniela Dixon.

Great Falls resident and Great
Falls Studio member Donna
Barnako were in charge of or-
ganizing and scheduling the
exhibits that adorn the two con-
ference areas in the library.
Barnako is a local jewelry maker

and often conducts classes for area
residents to teach them the art of
her metal jewelry making. Artists
that want to display their work at
the library must contact Donna
Barnako to discuss the arrange-
ments, though the rooms are al-
ready booked until 2011. All art
featured in the two conference
rooms are for sale, and approxi-
mately 10 percent of the profit
from the painting will go towards
the Friends of Great Falls Library
organization.

Currently, the large conference
room of the library featured the
artwork of Great Falls Studio mem-
ber Shela Qamer, an artist who uses

paint and handmade paper to cre-
ate her pieces. Qamer began her
art in her native Pakistan under the
guidance of an artist there, but
stopped her art for a few years
when she got married and moved
to the U.S. She picked it back up
again in recent years and became
a part of Great Falls Studios. “It’s
great to be part of an organization
of artists who have the same goals
and can help me exhibit my work.
It motivates me to do more art,”
said Qamer. Her current exhibit is
her first solo exhibition and is titled
“Peace Through Colors,” which will
be featured until the end of Janu-
ary.

IN THE ROOM adjacent to
the main conference room,
photographer Frank Barnako’s
collection titled, “Maine,
Frankly,” was on display. This
was Frank Barnako’s first show
and the majority of his work
consists of photographs that he
took while in Maine. Frank
Barnako received his formal
training from the Maine Media
Workshop programs, though he
is not a photographer who gets
hung up on the type of equip-
ment he uses. “In my opinion,
it’s not about the camera, it’s
about the vision.” Some works
in the exhibit, including the
piece titled “pumpkin boy,” was
taken with a simple “point-and-
shoot” camera. Frank Barnako’s
work will be displayed in the
small conference room until
March 31.

While the library is a commu-
nity-friendly and secure venue
in which to display the work of
local artists, the issue currently
facing the organization is hav-
ing enough public space to dis-
play the work of all of the local
artists. The Brogue and Seneca
Hill Animal Hospital display
some work, though a high de-
mand for more public venue
space exists. Plans are under-
way to establish an art center
sometime in the future “Our
goal is to eventually have our
own center for the arts in Great
Falls to act as a place where we
can have programs and display
artwork,” said Donna Barnako.
Frank Barnako, who is her hus-
band, also emphasized the need
for an art center. “Artists need
more than just one public place
to display their work,” he said.
“Unlike some jobs, artists can’t
simply put their art away at
night and call it a day. They
need space to share their work
with the public.”

Photographer Frank
Barnako shot this photo

titled ‘Star Spangled
Truck’ in Maine when he
spotted the truck on the

way to a photography
class sponsored by Maine
Media Workshops. It was

shot with a ‘point-and-
shoot’ camera, emphasiz-

ing Barnako’s ideology
that photography is about

the vision, not about the
equipment used.

Great Falls Library Promotes Art
Two local
artists display
their work.

Shela Qamer and her painting titled ‘Bismillah’ in the
main conference room at the Great Falls Library. The piece
was made using handmade paper and paint and features
Arabic script. Many of Qamer’s pieces featured in the
month-long exhibit were inspired by the architecture seen
in her recent trips to Morocco and Spain. A public recep-
tion takes place Saturday, Jan. 23, from 2-6 p.m. to show-
case Qamer’s work.

T
he Capitol Steps will be
performing at Langley
High School on Sunday,

Jan. 24 at 7 p.m. Tickets for this
annual performance are $30 and
proceeds support the June 17 All
Night Graduation Party for the
Class of 2010.

The Capitol Steps began as a
group of Senate staffers who set
out to satirize the people and
places that employed them. Since
they began, the Capitol Steps have
recorded 29 albums, including
their latest, “Barackin’ Around the
Christmas Tree,” and “Obama
Mia!” Their material is updated
constantly. Current examples in-
clude the media’s love affair with
the Nation’s 44th President Barack
Obama (“Obamamia”) and Illinois
Gov. Blagojevich’s attempted sale
of the Senate seat (“Come Buy
With Me.”) The Capitol Steps
tackle international issues as well.
They produced the only show to
feature North Korean leader Kim
Jong Il singing show tunes (“How

Do You Solve a Problem Like Ko-
rea?”) and Vladimir Putin showing
his “soul” in “Midnight Raid to
Georgia.” No matter who’s in the
headlines, the Capitol Steps are
equal opportunity offenders prom-
ising an evening full of bipartisan
lampooning. Among dozens of
other radio and television shows
the Capitol Steps have appeared on
“Good Morning America,” the “To-
day Show,” “20/20,” “Entertain-
ment Tonight,” “Nightline,” and
CNN’s “Inside Politics.”

For any questions, contact Mollie
Vardell: molliev@verizon.net or
Andrea Sotter: andrea4@cox.net.

The Capitol Steps will be performing at Langley High
School on Sunday, Jan. 24 at 7 p.m.

The Capitol Steps tackle the hot issues of the day, includ-
ing the airport security.

Capitol Steps Come
To Langley High

Ticket Information
To order tickets, download the order

form from the PTSA Web site:
www.langleyptsa.org, or contact Mollie
Vardell: molliev@verizon.net or Andrea
Sotter: andrea4@cox.net. Tickets or-
dered before Jan. 18 will be mailed,
tickets ordered after Jan. 18 will be avail-
able for pickup at the “Will-Call” desk on
the night of the performance.

To have community events listed in
the Connection, send to Great
Falls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

THURSDAY/JAN. 14
Vienna-Tysons Regional

Chamber of Commerce. 11:30
a.m.-1 p.m. Board Installation
Luncheon at Fleming’s Prime
Steakhouse & Wine Bar. 1960
Chain Bridge Road, McLean.
www.vtrcc.org.

FRIDAY/JAN. 15
Republican Club of Greater

Reston Annual General
Meeting and Election of
Officers. 7:30 p.m. Lake Anne
Community Center. 703-406-
9740.

SUNDAY/JAN. 17
NAACP Fairfax County Youth

Council Meeting. 4 p.m. at the
George Mason University Johnson
Center, Robeson Room, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Meetings
are open to youth ages 10-20.
restonbell7@gmail.com.

TUESDAY/JAN. 19
Virginia Liberty Project Meeting

with Walter Williams. 6 p.m. The
Waterford at Fair Oaks, 12025 Lee
Jackson Memorial Highway, Fairfax.
Free. Reserve at 703-286-5241.

SATURDAY/JAN. 23
League of Women Voters of the

Fairfax Area General Meeting.
10:30 a.m. at Country Club of
Fairfax, 5110 Ox Road, Fairfax. ‘A
New Tysons: Vision or Pipe

Dream?’ with  Clark Tyler, Chairman
of Tysons’ Land Use Task Force. The
discussion is free, reservations for
lunch following are required. Reserve
at www.lwv-fairfax.org.

Town Hall: Senator Janet Howell,
Delegate Jim Scott, and
Delegate Barbara Comstock. 10
a.m.-12 p.m. at the Little Theatre at
Longfellow Middle School, 2000
Westmoreland St., Falls Church.
DelJScott@house.state.va.us or  804-
698-1053.

Town Hall:  Senator Mary Margaret
Whipple and Delegate Jim Scott.
1-3 p.m. at Falls Church Community
Center, 223 Little Falls Street Falls
Church. DelJScott@house.state.va.us or
804-698-1053.

MONDAY/JAN. 25
McLean & Great Falls Celebrate

Virginia. 5:30 p.m. at the McLean

Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean. The group is
planning an event for June 26,
commemorating the 100th
anniversary of the beginning of
McLean. Contact Carole Herrick at
703-356-8223.

Mental Health and Mental
Illness Planning Session. 7
p.m. at First Christian Church,
6165 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church.
With the National Alliance on
Mental Illness, Northern Virginia
Chapter. 703-535-1577 or ioov-
nova@nami.org.

TUESDAY/JAN. 26
Vienna-Tysons Regional

Chamber of Commerce. 5:30
p.m. Chamber 101 and Monthly
Mixer at Chima Brazilian
Steakhouse, 8010 Towers Crescent
Drive, Vienna. www.vtrcc.org.

Calendar

Bulletin Board

Send announcements to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.
For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

THURSDAY/JAN. 14
The Grandsons. At The Old Town Hall,

3999 University Drive, Fairfax. 7:30
beginner lesson, 8-10 p.m. live music.
$10. 703-424-1745 or
www.headoverheelsdance.com.

Jammin’ Java’s Mid-Atlantic Band
Battle II. 7:30 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $10.
www.jamminjava.com.

Recollections of McLean and Great
Falls. 7:30 p.m. at the McLean
Historical Society, McLean Community
Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean.
With Carole Herrick. Free.
schulm@erols.com or 703-442-9370.

Financial Planning During
Separation and Divorce. 7 p.m. at
the Women’s Center, 127 Park St.,
N.E., Vienna. $45 non-members, $35
members. www.thewomenscenter.org
or 703-281-2657.

FRIDAY/JAN. 15
Capitol Steps. 8 p.m. at the McLean

Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean. 703-790-0123.

U.S. Navy Band’s 33rd
International Saxophone
Symposium. 8 p.m. at George
Mason University Center for the Arts,
4400 University Drive, Fairfax. With
clinics, recitals and vendor displays,
3-7 p.m. 202-433-2525 or
www.navyband.navy.mil/
saxophonesymposium.

Chelsea Lee. 6 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $15.
www.jamminjava.com.

Sonos. 10 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $15.
www.jamminjava.com.

Daedalus Quartet. 8 p.m. at The Barns
at Wolf Trap, Wolf Trap Foundation
for the Performing Arts, 1624 Trap
Road, Vienna. $35. www.wolftrap.org
or 703-938-2404.

SATURDAY/JAN. 16
Gizmo Guys Juggling. 2 p.m. at

McLean Community Center, 1234
Ingleside Ave., McLean. $14 non-
residents, $10 district residents. There
will also be a Tennis Ball Juggling
Workshop for ages 9-adult at 3:30
p.m.; the cost is $10 per person. 703-
790-9223.

Capitol Steps. 8 p.m. at the McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean. 703-790-0123.

U.S. Navy Band’s 33rd
International Saxophone
Symposium. 8 p.m. at George

Mason University Center for the Arts,
4400 University Drive, Fairfax. With
clinics, recitals and vendor displays, 9
a.m.-5 p.m. 202-433-2525 or
www.navyband.navy.mil/
saxophonesymposium.

Learn T’ai Chi. 1 p.m. Great Falls
Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike, Great
Falls. The ancient art of movement,
energy awareness and mental
concentration. Wear comfortable
clothes and shoes. 703-757-8560.

So You Think You Can Dance
Fairfax County Competition for
Teens Audition Rounds. 3 -5 p.m.
All contestants will need to fill out a
Team Registration Entry Form prior to
the audition, at any teen center or at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/rec; go to
Teen Services. Audition locations
include:

*Reston Teen Center, 12196 Sunset Hills
Drive, Reston.

Northern Virginia Model
Railroaders Open House. 1-5
p.m. at the W&OD Depot (along bike
trail), 231 Dominion Rd., Vienna.
Operating HO scale display depicting
the Western North Carolina Railroad,
a portion of the Southern Railway.
Free, donations accepted.
www.nvmr.org or 703-938-5157

Sonrise. 7:30 p.m. at Holy Cross
Lutheran Church, 1090 Sterling Road,
Herndon. Bluegrass. $12. 703-435-
8377.

Chelsea Lee. 6 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $15.
www.jamminjava.com.

John Eddie (full band). 9:30 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $15 in advance, $18 at the
door. www.jamminjava.com.

Ballroom dancing with The Family
Band. Colvin Run Schoolhouse,
10201 Colvin Run Road, Great Falls.
Jitterbug lesson at 8 p.m., $5; dancing
9-11:30 p.m., $12. 703-795-2003 or
www.colvinrun.org.

John Jennings & Friends. 8 p.m. at
The Barns at Wolf Trap, Wolf Trap
Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1624 Trap Road, Vienna. $22.
www.wolftrap.org or 703-938-2404.

SUNDAY/JAN 17
Martin Luther King Celebration. 4

p.m. at Saint Luke Catholic Church,
7001 Georgetown Pike, McLean.
Joseph Schwantner’s New Morning
for the World, the Washington
Symphonic Brass and more. $25,
students under 18 free. 866-962-7277
or www.wsbrass.com.

McLean Community Center Annual
Martin Luther King Jr.
Celebration. 3-5 p.m. at MCC, 1234
Ingleside Ave., McLean. With Michael
Hill’s Blues Mob and the Rev. Robert
Cheeks of Shiloh Baptist Church. The
architect of the Dr. King D.C.
Memorial, Dr. Ed Jackson, Jr. will

give a project update.
www.mcleancenter.org.

Hungry For Music Benefit. 7 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $12. www.jamminjava.com.

MONDAY/JAN. 18
Give Together: A Family Volunteer

Day. 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. at
Dewberry Hall in the Johnson Center,
George Mason University, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Volunteer
for multiple nonprofit agencies at one
central location. Service projects will
benefit populations served by
FACETS, Fairfax 4-H, the Jewish
Community Center of Northern
Virginia and the Orphan Foundation
of America. Pre-registration
encouraged at
www.volunteerfairfax.org. Contact
703-246-3826 or
swatson@volunteerfairfax.org.

Open Mic Showcase hosted by Ron
Goad. 7 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $2.
www.jamminjava.com.

TUESDAY/JAN. 19
Colvin Run Community Center

Weekly Dance. 7 p.m. at Colvin
Run Schoolhouse, 10201 Colvin Run
Road, Great Falls. $10.
www.colvinrun.org.

Book Discussion. 10:30 a.m. Great
Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Call branch for title.
Adults. 703-757-8560.

Chris Merritt (full band), Gills and
Wings, Greg Holden and Ian
Axel. 7:30 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $10 in
advance, $13 at the door.
www.jamminjava.com.

Building and Maintaining Credit
and Debt Management. 7 p.m. at
the Women’s Center, 127 Park St., N.E.,
Vienna. Free. Registration required at
www.thewomenscenter.org or 703-281-
2657 ext. 266.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 20
Todd Fickley Organ Recital. 1 p.m.

at Saint Luke Catholic Church,  7001
Georgetown Pike, McLean. Free. 703-
356-0670 or www.musicinmclean.org.

International Guitar Night. 8 p.m. at
The Barns, Wolf Trap Foundation for
the Performing Arts, 1624 Trap Road,
Vienna. Lulo Reinhardt, Itamar Erez,
Stephen Bennett & Brian Gore. $24.
703-938-2404 or www.wolftrap.org.

Book Discussion. 6:45 p.m. Great
Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Call branch for title.
Adults. 703-757-8560.

Avoiding Divorce Court: How To
Negotiate a Property Settlement
Agreement. 7 p.m. at The Women’s
Center, 127 Park St., N.E., Vienna.

$40 non-members, $30 members; $75
non-member couples, $50 member
couples. www.thewomenscenter.org
or 703-281-2657.

THURSDAY/JAN. 21
Chapter 227, Vietnam Veterans of

America Inc. Meeting. 7:30 p.m.
at Neighbor’s Restaurant, 262D Cedar
Lane, Cedar Lane Shopping Center,
Vienna. Challenges of Women Serving
in the Modern U.S, Military, with
speaker Kayla Williams, former army
Arabic linguist of the 101st Airborne
Division (Air Assault) and Iraq War
veteran, author of “Love My Rifle
More Than You: Young and Female in
the U.S. Army.” All invited. Free. 703-
255-0353 or www.vva227.org.

Peter Mulvey and Jeffrey Foucault.
7:30 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple
Ave. E., Vienna. $12 in advance, $15
at the door. www.jamminjava.com.

Washington Ballet Artistic Director
Septime Webre. 7:30 p.m. at
Langley School, 1411 Balls Hill Road
McLean. Weber will discuss how a
strong education in the arts prepares
children to excel, and will share
strategies for parents to help build
‘performing arts intelligence,’ in their
children, encouraging them to
develop a lifelong appreciation of all
performing arts. Free, reservations
suggested. 703-356-1920 or
www.langleyschool.org.

FRIDAY/JAN. 22
English Conversation. 10 a.m. Patrick

Henry Library, 101 Maple Ave. East,
Vienna. Group for adult non-native
English speakers of all levels. Call for
details. 703-938-0405.

Pokemon League. 3 p.m. Patrick
Henry Library, 101 Maple Ave. East,
Vienna. Learn and play. Age 5-18.
703-938-0405.

Enter the Haggis and Adam Ezra
Group. 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $12.
www.jamminjava.com.

American Legion Post 270 Citrus
Sale. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. at American
Legion Post 270, 1355 Balls Hill
Road, McLean. Honeybells, seedless
grapefruit, navel oranges, Murcot
tangerines and maple syrup. Proceeds
support local  community youth,
patriotic activities and veteran needs.
703-356-8259.

SATURDAY/JAN. 23
Violinist Augustin Hadelich and

the Fairfax Symphony
Orchestra. 8 p.m. at George Mason
University Center for the Arts, 4373
Mason Pond Drive, Fairfax. 7 p.m.
pre-concert lecture free to ticketed
patrons. Tickets $25-$55, available at
1-888-945-2468 or Tickets.com.



12  ❖  Great Falls Connection  ❖  January 13-19, 2010 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

County Line

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Connection

S
hortly after the opening of
its first set of classrooms
for Houston, Texas middle
school students 16 years

ago, the Knowledge Is Power Pro-
gram, better known as KIPP, be-
came the poster child for the char-
ter school movement and modern
education reform.

The organization, which now
operates charter schools in 19
states and Washington D.C., has
had large-scale success in sending
children from the United States’
most at-risk student populations to
college, an educational goal that
most of the nation’s traditional
public school districts have failed
to achieve.

Approximately 90 percent of
KIPP’s 20,000 students nationwide
are African American or Latino
and 80 percent of the pupils come
from low-income households. De-
spite these demographics, 80 per-
cent of KIPP alumni have enrolled
in college after completing high
school.

National statistics show that for
every 100 African American and
Latino students enrolled in the
ninth grade across the United
States, only about 20 will enroll
in college.

Even in Fairfax County Public
Schools, considered to be one of
the best school systems in the
country, students who resemble
the average KIPP student profile
struggle.

For example, nearly half of all
the county’s public school students
who drop out before high school
graduation are Latino, even
though the group only accounts
for 18 percent of the overall stu-
dent body.

THE ALLURE of KIPP and other
charter school programs is one
reason Governor-elect Bob
McDonnell (R) intends to push for
more charter schools in Virginia.

Virginia has had a charter school
law on the books for several years,

but still lags far behind most other
states. Only four charters are cur-
rently open in Virginia, while
nearly 40 percent of public school
students in Washington D.C. cur-
rently attend a charter school.

U.S. President Barack Obama
has also come out in strong sup-
port of charter schools.

McDonnell intends to pursue
federal funding Obama and U.S.
Education Secretary Arne Duncan,
an Arlington resident, have set
aside specifically to help promote
charter school creation across the
country.

But even with federal funding,
McDonnell will face other barriers
in attracting charter schools to Vir-
ginia. KIPP officials have already
told McDonnell they consider
Virginia’s current charter school
law to be too restrictive. The char-
ter school organization said it
could not consider opening
schools in the commonwealth un-
less drastic changes were made to
current regulations.

CHARTER SCHOOL advocates
said it is a misconception that al-
ternatives to traditional public
education are only needed in poor
urban and rural areas where the
school districts are not performing.

Approximately 22 percent of
charter schools nationwide oper-
ate in suburban school districts.
Colorado’s robust charter school
movement took hold in its high-
achieving suburban school dis-
tricts first, when some decided
they wanted a broader range of
curriculum options, said Todd
Ziebarth, of the National Alliance
for Public Charter Schools.

“The response of Fairfax County
— that they got it covered, that
they don’t need a charter school
program — is not uncommon for
well-regarded school districts. But
there are still some people who
inevitably fall through the cracks
and parents in all circumstances
want options,” said Ziebarth.

Chris Braunlich, a former Fairfax
County School Board member for
the Lee District, added that local
school districts in Northern Vir-
ginia do not excel in all areas of
student performance, particularly
among at-risk and minority popu-
lations.

“Certainly there are students in
Fairfax County who are not read-
ing on grade level and not doing
math on grade level. There are
special education students who
could benefit from a charter
school. … I would hope [elected

officials] would not try to make
the case that there are not students
who would benefit from a quality
charter school that live here,” said
Braunlich, vice president of the
Thomas Jefferson Institute, a con-
servative think tank that focuses
on state public policy in Virginia.

UNDER VIRGINIA’S current
charter school law, local school
boards would have considerably
more control over charter school
operations than school boards do
in most other states, according to
Ziebarth.

The local school board has con-
trol over the hiring and firing of
teachers and staff at charter
schools, he said.

KIPP is particularly concerned
that a local school board might
interfere with the organization’s
unusual school calendar and daily
schedule if they tried to open
schools in Virginia. Students at-
tending KIPP academies go to
school nine hours per day and are
required to participate in academic
sessions held in the summer and
on Saturdays. Students are also
mandated to participate in music
and athletic programs, which
means KIPP teachers tend to work
longer hours than their peers at
traditional public schools.

In addition to staffing, local
school boards also have control
over the amount of money an in-
dividual charter receives for con-
struction and maintenance of its
school facility. With no guarantee
of financial backing for a school
construction, KIPP and other char-
ter organizations said opening in
Virginia would be a big financial
risk.

Charter school advocates may
complain about Virginia’s law be-
ing “inflexible” but others say the
commonwealth is trying to pro-
vide financial oversight to prevent
the mismanagement of public
funds by charter schools, which
has been seen in other state with
more lax regulations.

“We have one of the strongest
charter school laws in the country
in terms of accountability,” said
Fairfax County School Board mem-
ber Stu Gibson (Hunter Mill.)

THE VIRGINIA charter law gives
local school boards the final say
on whether a particular charter
school can open in their area.

Charter school advocates call
this type of “charter authorization”
system flawed, since traditional
school boards tend to be hostile
to charter schools.

The Push for Charter Schools
McDonnell
hopes to make
Virginia more
friendly for
public education
alternatives.

Photo by Julia O’Donoghue/The Connection

Governor-Elect Bob McDonnell (R), pictured above in the
City of Alexandria last August, wants to encourage more
public charter schools to open in Virginia.

The school board members have
a vested interest in the success of
the existing local school system
and are reluctant to introduce a
competitor into the marketplace,
said charter school supporters.

“Right now Virginia’s charter
law works like this: If you are
Pepsi, you have to go to the Coca-
Cola’s board of directors to get
your new product approved. That
kind of system is destined to fail,”
said state Sen. Ken Cuccinelli (R-
37), who will take over as
Virginia’s Attorney General this
month.

Several members of the Fairfax
County School Board disagreed
with Cuccinelli’s characterization
of the situation and they would be
willing to approve a charter school
proposal in certain situations.

“If someone can come up with
something better than what we
have, this is one board member
who would be willing to support
that,” said Fairfax County School
Board member Dan Storck.

Staff for McDonnell’s transition
team said he is likely to push for
the addition of more charter
school authorizers, so that people
with charter school proposals
would not have to rely solely on a
local school district to approve
their plan.

“Fairfax is a very dynamic com-
munity and we have at least two
universities, George Mason and
Northern Virginia Community Col-
lege, that would be excellent au-
thorizers,” said Cuccinelli.

STILL, the small number of char-
ter schools in Virginia could reflect
a general feeling of satisfaction
with the commonwealth’s public
school systems overall, said some
elected officials.

Virginia school districts gener-
ally outperform other systems
around the country. Local commu-
nities may not have developed as
strong of an interest in charter
schools if they are satisfied with
the traditional public school op-
tions, said local elected officials.

“The delay [in charter school
creation] is caused by people
thinking they are getting a quality
education from our schools. I think
we offer an excellent, broad range
of services. It is almost impossible
for anyone to do better,” said
Storck.

“Parents in all
circumstances
want options.”

 — Todd Ziebarth,
National Alliance

For Public Charter Schools
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News

T
he Old Dominion Cotillion
annual Holiday Tea was
took place on Dec. 13 at

the home of Mrs. R. Richard Soper
in Clifton. More than 100 women
and young ladies attended this af-
ternoon tea, including Pages, Fu-
ture Debs, Debutantes, Post Debs,
Alumnae and Patrons. Centered
around a silver tea service and
conducted in an ornamented and
festooned holiday setting, this af-
fair also featured finger foods, tra-
ditional Christmas cakes and cook-
ies and an array of international
holiday desserts, delicate pastries,
and delectable confections.

According to Cotillion tradition,
this event was hosted by the Pages
and Future Debs to introduce the
Debutantes who will be presented
at the annual ball in July. The 2010
Debutantes are Amanda Askari,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Hossain
Askari of Oak Hill; Lauren Eliza-
beth Catalano, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Joseph Catalano of
Clifton; Sara Marie Forster,
daughter of Dr. David and Dr.
Carol Forster of Oak Hill;
Samantha Lee Hodges, daughter
of Dr. and Mrs. Walter James
Hodges Jr. of Oakton; Catherine
Faye Mahoney, daughter of Dr.
David and Dr. Karen Mahoney of
Oakton; April  Evangeline
McGinness, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. James McGinness of Fairfax;
Holly Elizabeth Schulz, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Schulz of
Arlington; Marisa Rae Sheffield,
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. J. Steven
Sheffield; and Christin Sangjin Yi,

daughter of Dr. and Mrs. John Yi
of Fairfax.

Established in 1991, the Old
Dominion Cotillion is an organi-
zation created to grow young la-
dies into women of confidence and
poise as they face a challenging,
ever-changing world. One of the
foremost objectives of the ODC is
to educate young women in the
classically elegant social graces
through enrichment activities such
as seminars and social and phil-
anthropic service, so that they
flourish as they engage their fami-
lies, their communities and accept
social responsibility.

Old Dominion Cotillion wel-
comes all young ladies and their
families regardless of race, religion
or creed. To learn more about The
Old Dominion Cotillion, contact
Mrs. Charles Gallagher, director, at
703-476-9576 or at
flgallagher@cox.net. Also, visit
www.olddominioncotillion.org.

Contributed

Standing, back
row, from left,

Christin Sangjin
Yi, Samantha Lee
Hodges and Sara

Marie Forster;
front row, Holly

Elizabeth Schulz,
Amanda Askari
and Marisa Rae

Sheffield; and
seated, April

Evangeline
McGinness. Not

pictured are
Lauren Elizabeth

Catalano and
Catherine Faye

Mahoney.

2010 Debutantes Honored at Holiday Tea
More than 100
attend Old Do-
minion Cotillion
Holiday Tea.

M
ark Seamon, 10, of
Herndon, is the win
ner of Burke &

Herbert Bank’s third annual Kids’
Holiday Art Contest. Mark’s illus-
tration on the “Holiday Fun” was
selected from more than 150 en-
tries submitted by children area-
wide. The entries were judged
with the assistance of representa-
tives of The Art League.

The winning artist’s illustration
is featured both on the bank’s Web
site [www.burkeandherbert.com]
and in Burke & Herbert Bank’s offi-
cial holiday advertisement in local
community newspapers. Mark was
awarded a $100 U.S. Savings Bond.

“We wish to congratulate Mark
and all of the children who par-
ticipated. This has become a fun
tradition for Burke & Herbert Bank

and we look forward to it every
year,” said E. Hunt Burke, CEO of
Burke & Herbert Bank. He added
that several of the entries are on
display at Burke & Herbert Bank’s
main office at 100 S. Fairfax St. in
Alexandria.

Mark Seamon Wins Holiday Art Contest

Photo by

Jenny Ruley

Mark Seamon
poses with
Burke &
Hebert Bank
President Scott
McSween, left,
and CEO Hunt
Burke.

The bank operates more than 20
branches in Northern Virginia
along with its e-Branch that en-
ables customers to open a check-
ing or CD account online. Burke
& Herbert Bank & Trust Company,
Member FDIC.
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Assembly of God
Vienna Assembly of God ... 703-938-7736

Washington Christian Church...703-938-7720
Cristo Es Mi Refugio...703-938-7727

Baha’i
Baha’i Faith for Northern Virginia ... 703-821-3345

Baptist
Global Mission Church ... 703-757-0877
Peace Baptist Church ... 703-560-8462

Bethel Primitive Baptist Church ... 703-757-8134

Cartersville Baptist Church ... 703-255-7075
Fellowship Baptist Church ... 703-385-8516

First Baptist Church ... 703-938-8525
The Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Vienna Baptist Church ... 703-281-4400
New Union Baptist Church... 703-281-2556

Buddhist
Vajrayogini Buddhist Center... 202-331-2122

Church of the Brethern
Oakton Church of the Brethern ... 703-281-4411

Catholic
Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Our Lady of Good Counsel ... 703-938-2828
St. Athanasius Catholic Church ... 703-759-4555

St. Mark’s Catholic Church ... 703-281-9100

Charismatic
Christian Assembly ... 703-698-9777

Church of Christ
Berea Church of Christ ... 703-893-7040

Disciples of Christ
Antioch Christian Church ... 703-938-6753

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Comforter ... 703-938-6521

Church of the Holy Cross ... 703-698-6991
St. Francis Episcopal ... 703-759-2082

Jehovah’s Witness
Jehovah’s Witnesses ... 703-759-1579

Lutheran
Emmanuel Lutheran Church...703-938-2119

St. Athanasius Lutheran Church... 703-455-4003

Methodist
Andrew Chapel United Methodist ... 703-759-3509

Church of the Good Shepherd ... 703-281-3987
Dunn Loring United Methodist ... 703-573-5386
Ephiphany United Methodist ... 703-938-3494
Great Falls United Methodist... 703-759-3705

Oakton United Methodist ... 703-938-1233

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET
VIENNA, VA

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

Dr. KENNY SMITH,
PASTOR

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

To Highlight Your
Faith Community

call Karen at:
(703) 917-6468

11321 Beach Mill Road
Great Falls, VA 20165

It’s like coming home

Rev. D. J. Zuchelli, Pastor

smithchapel@verizon.net
www.SmithChapelUMC.com

SMITH CHAPEL UM CHURCH

SUMMER WORSHIP
SUNDAY: 10:00 AM

Vale United Methodist ... 703-620-2594
Smith Chapel United Methodist ... 571-434-9680

Wesley United Methodist ... 703-938-8700

Non-Denominational
Christian Assembly Church ... 703-698-9777

Presbyterian
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church ... 703-560-6336

Korean Central Presbyterian ... 703-698-5577
Vienna Presbyterian ... 703-938-9050

Quaker
Langley Hills Friends...703-442-8394

Seventh-Day Adventist
Northern Virginia Christian Fellowship ... 703-242-9001

Vienna Seventh Day Adventists ... 703-938-8383

Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Fairfax ...  703-281-4230

Unity
Unity of Fairfax ... 703-281-1767

b
b

b

b

Schools

I
n November, the Brooksfield
Montessori School of McLean
withdrew its application to

build what would have been the
first school in the Great Falls area.

In early 2009, Brooksfield
founder Mary Anne Duffus ap-
proached the Great Falls Citizens
Association with plans to build a
school on a five-acre plot that is
currently an unused plant nursery
near the intersection of
Georgetown Pike and Old Domin-
ion Drive, on the border of McLean
and Great Falls.

However, the school withdrew
its application for a special excep-
tion to build the school due to op-
position from neighbors and diffi-
culties posed by the economic
downturn, Duffus said. Residents
had protested against the school
tapping into the nearby sewer line
and had also raised concerns
about the traffic it might generate
she said, noting that this opposi-
tion made it difficult to enroll
would-be students in the planned
school. “I think it’s hard for people
to write a check when there’s com-
munity opposition to what you’re
trying to do,” she said.

The existing Brooksfield

Montessori School on Kirby Road
in McLean enrolls about 90 stu-
dents in preschool through third
grade, and Duffus said parents had
requested that more grade levels
be offered. The proposed school
was to have 200 students, from
toddlers through sixth grade.

The school was to be housed in
a series of cottages, accompanied
by a tennis court and a soccer field
— smaller than regulation size —
and the natural, spring-fed pond
on the site was to serve as an out-
door classroom for science lessons
and kayaking, Duffus said. Classes
currently make trips to Lake Fairfax
in Reston for outdoor education.
The pond was also to be used for
irrigation, helping the school obtain
LEED (Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design) certification.

Duffus said such sites are not
easy to find, but the school has
resumed its search. She said the
school was seeking another prop-
erty in the area, of roughly the
same size and capable of support-
ing 25,000 to 30,000 square feet
of development. Ideally, the new
school would be located in a
woodland setting.

— Mike DiCicco

Plan to Build School Withdrawn

Photo by Mike DiCicco/The Connection

An early draft of a site plan for the proposed school
showed the buildings as a series of cottages in attempt to
match the residential character of the neighborhood.

Send School Notes to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

Colin Sheldon, son of Ray and
Sharon Sheldon of Great Falls,
TJHSST Class 2000, Brown Uni-
versity Class of 2004, received his
PHD in Electrical Engineering and
Computer Technology from UCSB,
June 2009. He will continue his
research as a Senior Scientist at
Johns Hopkins Applied Physics
Lab.

The Langley School will host
its first-ever Distinguished Speaker
Series featuring Septime Webre,
artistic director of The Washing-
ton Ballet. This free event is open
to the public and will be held in
Langley’s Jeffrey J. Sherman Arts
Center at 1411 Balls Hill Road in
McLean on Thursday, Jan. 21 at
7:30 p.m.  During his talk – titled
“Learned Leadership Skills
Through Performing Arts Educa-
tion” –Webre will discuss how a
strong education in the arts pre-
pares children to excel on any
“stage” they pursue in life,
whether on the athletic field, in
the courtroom, or in the board-
room. Webre will also share strat-
egies for parents to help build
“performing arts intelligence” in
their children, encouraging them
to develop a lifelong appreciation
of all performing arts. While this
event is free and tickets are not
required, attendees are encour-
aged to RSVP at
www.langleyschool.org. Seating
will be available on a first-come,
first-served basis. Phone: (703)
356-1920

Great Falls Village Green
Day School Admission Open
House. 1-3 p.m. on Wednesday,
Jan. 20. at 790 Walker Road, Great
Falls. Childcare Available. 703-
759-4049.

Eric Childress, son of Rev.
Nancy Childress, pastor of the
Great Falls United Methodist
Church and Edwin Childress of
Remington, Va, made the Dean’s
List for the Fall 2009 semester at
the Ferum College in Historic Vir-
ginia.

Tips on Trips and Camps
Fair. Saturday, Jan. 30 at The
Potomac School, 1301 Potomac
School Road, McLean. Camp Fair
1 p.m.; Panel Discussion on For-
eign Language Programs 12:30
p.m. Summer overnight camps,
travel, language or cultural im-
mersion programs, community
service, internships and more for
children 8-18. Directors of various
programs will attend. 703-345-
0722 or
meg@tipsontripsandcamps.com.

School Notes
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Admission Open House

January 20, 2010
1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Childcare Available
Snow Date January 27th

MUSIC MASTERS
Where You’ll Love To Play

703-848-9403

Specializing in music instruction • Instrument Rentals
Monthly student performances • Popular and classical music

Music supplies and more! • Special orders welcome
Special teacher discounts • Instrument Repair

8455-H Tyco Rd. • Vienna, VA 22812

E-mail: mmasters2@aol.com • Web Site: www.music-masters.org

INSTRUMENT RENTAL

News

By William Scott Martin

The Connection

I
t’s hard enough to organize
and synchronize almost three
dozen people. It’s even more

difficult with something as sensi-
tive as music. But to conductor
Matthew Martz and the about
three dozen musicians in the Stu-
dent Symphonic Orchestra, suc-
cess is determined by passion and
love for music.

The students had been rehears-
ing the pieces for five months, only
set back by the recent snowstorm
and by the holidays. “We’ve had a
bit of a struggle because we missed
rehearsals here and there,” said
Martz. The music includes pieces
from John Williams to theme
songs from TV shows to even video
game music. The students chose
all of the music. “It’s music. ... I
love it, so it’s a fantastic thing,”
said Martz.

The musicians of the Student
Symphonic Orchestra put in a
great deal of practice and artistry,
and Martz is often seen urging,
sometimes playfully, the students
to strive to be better.

“I’m trying to compliment you,
guys,” said Martz to the orchestra
during a rehearsal.

Some of the families drive half-
hour distances to practice. Even
students who were reluctant at
first, like flautist Ellen Upsal,
warmed up to it. “My mom kind
of made me,” she said. “At first, I
didn’t like it, but now I like it.”

For many of the students, this
Saturday will be their first perfor-
mance. They will be performing
selections from the “Phantom of
the Opera” at the Lutheran Church
of the Redeemer in McLean, be-
ginning at 7 p.m. For many par-
ents, it will also be the first time
they see their children on stage.

MARTZ, WHO was a senior at
Marshall High, founded the or-
chestra, beginning with only a
handful of students. “It started off
with about 12 players that were
all just my friends,” said Martz. “I
had purchased some music. I just
started telling about it my friends
who played stringed instruments
and wind instruments and it
started growing.” Since Martz
graduated, the orchestra now
boasts 35 members.

“Originally, it was mostly kids
from Marshall High School,” said
Nick Kemp, orchestra member.
“But I was one of the first ones that
was outside the general group of
the first year, and now we’re re-
cruiting from different schools
more than just Marshall. I’ve re-
cruited several players. … It’s just

a good way to connect.”
Martz attributed the rapid

growth and success of the orches-
tra to several things. First, the or-
chestra does not charge the stu-
dents to be able to play, unlike
other major youth orchestras.
Many of these organizations must
buy their music and these fees are
transferred to orchestra members.
The orchestra also doesn’t use au-
ditions. “I pretty much want play-
ers to play at a reasonable level
and we work with the rest,” said
Martz.

Finally, Martz insists that stu-
dents pick out their own music,
even if it may not be traditional.
“In high school, you play whatever
the director wants you to play,”
Martz said. “A lot of that is the tra-
ditional band music, and there’s so
much more out there.”

The musicians come from
middle and high schools from all
over Fairfax. Most of them already
knew Martz and joined the orches-
tra at his request. Others heard
about it from another friend or
were told about it at church. The
students drive the entire organi-
zation. They are the ones who de-

cide what and where they want to
play. “There’s no parental direc-
tion,” said Katherine Culbertson,
mother of orchestra member Lizzie
Culbertson. “We’re just here as
support for them.”

FOR PLAYERS like pianist Bobby
McKay, the enjoyment comes from
something that is ultimately
simple. “It’s a good way to play
music with people I don’t know and
I get to meet people from all over
the county,” he said. McKay at-
tended school with Martz and has
been playing the piano for six years.

Already, the Student Symphonic
Orchestra has been attracting at-
tention. “We work with Wolftrap,
the Kennedy Center, National The-
ater, the NSO, and the National
Philharmonic,” said Martz. Their
Saturday concert will include cel-
list David Cho, and a professor
from Shenandoah University will
be performing a pre-show.

The Student Symphonic Orchestra
performs Saturday, Jan. 16, 7 p.m. at
the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer,
1545 Chain Bridge Road in McLean.
Concert is open to the public with no
charge.

Student Orchestra Takes the Stage

Photos by William Scott Martin/The Connection

The Student Symphonic Orchestra’s brass section during
the rehearsal at the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer in
McLean.

The woodwind section from the Student Symphonic
Orchestra, playing during a rehearsal.
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Sports

By Rich Sanders

The Connection

F
or Tim Anderson, coach
ing basketball has been
a way of life over the
years. He has coached

both males and females at most all
levels — youth, intermediate
school, high school and collegiate.
A few years ago, he even led a
team of troubled delinquents to
several state titles. His past coach-
ing experiences have been in
North Carolina.

But the past couple of years,
Anderson has resided in Northern
Virginia, where he has continued
to coach youngsters on the hard-
wood. Last year, he worked as an
assistant girls’ basketball coach at
Yorktown High School. This sea-
son, he is the head coach for the
Langley High girls’ team. Thus far,
he has loved his time as a mem-
ber of the Saxons’ program.

“Coaching at Langley is great,”
said Anderson, who was hired last
spring after former longtime
Saxon head coach Cheryl Buffo
elected to step down. “The par-
ents, administration and staff are
supportive. The students are ex-
cellent kids. We’re trying to make
the girls better one game at a
time.”

Coming off last year when it fin-
ished 15-10 and reached the Lib-
erty District tournament finals

under Buffo, Langley is slowly
gaining momentum this winter.
Following a 0-4 start, similar to the
2-6 beginning to last year’s season,
the Saxons had won four of their
last six games going into this
week’s action.

On Thursday, Jan. 7, Langley
improved to 4-6 overall and 3-1
in the Liberty District with a 46-
31 district home win over
Marshall. The Saxons’ leading
scorers in the victory were senior
co-captains Kristen Kody and
Alexis Doherty, who scored 13 and
11 points, respectively. The team’s
next leading points contributor
was Catherine Plunkett with six.

It was a nice turnaround win for
Langley, following a tough 60-36
district road loss at Stone Bridge

on Jan. 4. In that contest versus
the Bulldogs of Ashburn, Langley
jumped out to a 15-9 lead follow-
ing one quarter of play before
Stone Bridge outscored its guests,
41-13, over the next two quarters
to take a commanding 50-28 lead
going into the final quarter.
Plunkett, a junior, scored eight
points to lead the Saxons.

At 3-1 in district play, the Sax-
ons were in a four-way, first place
tie in the district standings with
several other teams — Stone
Bridge, South Lakes and defend-
ing district champion Madison.
Langley’s district wins thus far
have come over Fairfax, McLean
and the Statesmen, all of the dis-
trict triumphs coming on the Sax-
ons’ home floor.

“We play a lot better at home,”
said Anderson, whose team’s lone
home setback came against non-dis-
trict opponent Edison on Dec. 11.

ANDERSON said his squad, like
most teams around the Northern
Region, has had stretches of both
good and bad play over the first
half of the season. At times, he
said, the team’s energy levels are
down.

“Some games, it’s like a deer
[staring] in the head lights,” said
Anderson. “No one is diving on the
floor, no one is setting screens.”

On other occasions, Langley dis-
plays spells where everything is
clicking.

“When we’re playing well, the
shots are falling, we’re boxing out

and getting rebounds, and we’re
pushing the ball up [the floor],”
he said.

“I think our team is coming
along,” said the coach. “We’re defi-
nitely a work in progress. The bot-
tom line is we need to play hard,
play smart and play together with
great passion.”

Anderson said his team played
with the fire he likes to see in the
win over Marshall. Doherty, a post
player, played well on both offense
and defense. Kody, meanwhile, led
the team in scoring and also re-
bounded well. Both players have
made recent commitments to play
the sport at the collegiate level next
school year, Doherty at Division 3
New York University and Kody at the
University of Pennsylvania.

Langley showed excellent hustle
overall in the game with Marshall.
In particular, coach Anderson liked
the hard, all out play of juniors
Plunkett and Sarah Kleinknecht
(five points). Mary Riley Pem-
broke, a senior post player, and
Brooke Gallagher, a senior perim-
eter player who excels as a defen-
sive player, both contributed four
points in the win over Marshall,
while Whitney Wolaver had three
points.

“We have to rely on all of our
players,” said Anderson, who dur-
ing practices stresses defensive
and rebounding fundamentals, as
well as good ball movement on
offense.

Langley, which over the holidays
competed at the four-team Falls
Church Christmas Classic where
the Saxons defeated Lee and lost
to Marshall, was scheduled to play
district road games this week at
Jefferson on Tuesday, Jan. 12 and
at Madison on Friday, Jan. 15.

Saxons Find Rhythm in Girls’ Basketball

Photo by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

Kristen Kody, a senior co-captain, scored a team-high 13 points in the Saxons’ Liberty
District home win over Marshall on Thursday night, Jan. 7.

Great Falls  Connection Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-224-3031 or  richsand8@aol.com

Langley, under
new head coach,
is 3-1 in Liberty
District play.

G
irls in the Reston area,
ages 6-16, who want
to play Little League

regulation softball with full
rights and privileges to cham-
pionship play, are invited to
participate in the newly ex-
panded Great Falls Little
League Softball program,
which is based at the Nike Park
complex on Route 7 and
Utterback Store Road, adjacent
to Forestville Elementary
School.

Through agreements with
local Little League organiza-
tions which are not using their
softball charters, the Great Falls

Little League Softball program
welcomes girls to come and learn
the sport, develop their skills, and
take part in age-appropriate, com-
petitive softball. All levels of play
are covered:  Coach Pitch (ages 5-
7), AA (7-9), AAA (9-10),  Majors
(10-12), and Seniors (13-16). No
previous experience is required,
and girls of all skill levels are en-
couraged to participate.

In 2008, Great Falls Little
League Softball 10-11 All Star
team won the District 4 champi-
onship and went on to play at the
Virginia State Little League Cham-
pionship in Bristol, Va., taking
third place. Since then, the Great

Falls softball program has grown
in number, capability and competi-
tiveness, and now provides to all
registered players free, profession-
ally-run, weekly clinics for pitch-
ing, catching, and batting as a
supplement to the practices and
games during the season. The mis-
sion of the program is to provide
girls with the opportunity to grow
as athletes on and off the field,
while playing a game they can
enjoy through and beyond high
school.

The Nike Park complex contains
several baseball diamonds, soccer/
lacrosse fields, and a regulation
softball field (No. 6), which is the

home of the approximately 110
girls currently enrolled in the pro-
gram. The program also has par-
tial use of the Grange field on
Georgetown Pike, adjacent to the
Great Falls Library, during the
spring season, and may also use
some Reston fields in the coming
spring.

In addition to the expansion of
the program to Reston area girls,
the district boundaries for girls liv-
ing in the 22066 Zip code (Great
Falls) have been adjusted with
McLean Little League Softball to
allow all girls residing in Great
Falls to play within the Great Falls
Little League Softball program.

Previously, an area of southeast
Great Falls (Difficult Run/
Route 7/Towlston Road) had
been assigned to play in the
McLean program. This bound-
ary has been fixed to allow girls
to play within their school pyra-
mid boundaries.

Registration is open as of Jan.
1 at http://gflittleleague.org.
Tryouts for AA/AAA/Majors/Se-
niors will be Saturday, March 6
at Diamond Sports Training in
Sterling. For additional informa-
tion on the Great Falls softball
program, including additional
information on tryouts, see
http://www.gfllsoftball.org.

Expanded Softball Opportunities for Local Girls
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ADMIN ASS’T
Exp’d A.A. for various duties.  Exp. with 
wp, filing, Excel, organizational skills, 
telephone   and   able   to   multi-task.

E-mail: cumarquez@netscape.net EOE

ADMIN/RECEPTIONIST

Vienna non-profit seeking part-time 
admin/receptionist.  Candidate must be 
customer oriented, hard-working, and 

able to manage multiple tasks with great 
attention to detail.  25 hours/week.  

Email resume to info@scct.org

CNAs/CMAs
Live-out or Live-in

Experience needed for home care services to 
assist adults and seniors at home.  Full & 
part time - car required.  Call: 703-340-8570

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

FT/PT. Temp/Perm. Ideal for
students/others. Sales/Svc, Flex

Schedules. Conditions apply. All ages 18+.
703-359-7600

2010
EXPANSION

Great Pay!

RETAIL SALES
FT/PT. Person who likes people 

and clothing. Exc. pay & benefits. 
Fairfax Circle loc.  No Sundays. 

Call Audrey, M-F, 9:30-5:00 
703-965-5322

SEEKING SPONSOR

Not for profit organization is looking for 
a family or person to sponsor a female 
adult with intellectual disabilities in 
their home. This family or person will 
provide daily care and supervision to the 
individual. Community integration will 
play a big role in the services provided. 
Day programming will be provided by 
an area agency for 30 hours a week. Ex-
perience with someone with intellectual 
and physical disabilities is a must. Nurs-
ing experience a plus. Agency will pro-
vide nursing oversight, program sup-
port, wheelchair accessible vehicle and 
relief staff. The family or person would 
receive a tax free stipend in the range of 
35 - 40k.  Please  e-mail  your resume to: 
krinehimer@sunrisegroup.org

I think I’ve been watching “CSI” and
“NCIS” (along with spin offs CSI: Miami,
CSI: NY and NCIS: Los Angeles) too long.
After an unknown neighbor cleaned 18
inches of snow off my second car (I had
cleaned off our primary car myself; it was
closer to the road), in an attempt to deter-
mine who unselfishly “unsnowed” my bur-
ied car and shoveled all around it as well (to
provide easy access, should I be so
inclined), I looked first for physical evidence
of this extremely good deed and noticed
boot prints in the snow. (Determining direc-
tionality was impossible given the number
of intersecting boot prints.) I only wish I
would have had the same materials the CSIs
have on television (presumably in real life,
too) in order to secure the evidence for fur-
ther inside consideration and avoid any
degradation. Said consideration would have
included having the appropriate materials
on hand to make a plaster cast of the boot
print which I then could scan and run
through the boot-tread software to deter-
mine a size and hopefully find a
brand/tread-pattern match.

Once having learned the brand and the
size, I could then call the manufacturer to
inquire what stores locally carried that
brand – and size – of boot. With that infor-
mation, I could then contact the stores
directly (in person or over the phone) to see
if the specific matching size and brand had
been sold recently. If any matches were
found, I could ask for sales receipts to see
how payment had been made. If any pay-
ments had been made with a credit card, it
would enable me to quickly identify the
non-guilty but so far, anonymous party. If
payments had been made with cash, I could
then visit the stores myself and bring pic-
tures of my neighbors to show to whomever
had sold the matching brand and size boot
to further corroborate the non-D.N.A. evi-
dence and hopefully make a positive I.D. If
one of my neighbors was picked out of the
photo array, I believe I would then have suf-
ficient evidence/information to confirm who
was responsible for this non-random act of
kindness.

Or I could just ask.
Nevertheless, no good deed of such car-

ing and unselfish concern – and sensitivity
to another person’s less than ideal medical
situation (my stage IV lung cancer diagnosis,
with which the neighborhood is keenly
aware) – should go unacknowledged. As
such, I want to give/express my heartfelt
gratitude to my neighbor/neighbors who
gave so selflessly of themselves and their
time to do for me what I was not so
inclined/able to do for myself. And even
though the “act” performed here this snow-
bound Sunday was no crime, I think its
commission would make Gil Grissom,
Horatio “H.” Caine, Mac Taylor, Leroy
“Jethro” Gibbs and “G” Callen proud of
their fellow man. I sure am. And lucky as
well, to be living amongst such kind and
considerate individuals.

It makes my future, with all its uncer-
tainty, less uncertain. And if there’s one
thing, other than love and positive vibra-
tions that a cancer patient can’t have
enough of, it’s certainty. Of that, I’m certain.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

CSI:
Burtonsville
By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

WESTWOOD COLLEGE
Earn a bachelor degree in just three years at 

Westwood College
Call 877-852-9712 today to receive your 

free Career Success Kit!
www.westwood.edu/locations

CAREER  EDUCATION

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspa-
per business. Internships
available in reporting, pho-
tography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
Email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.
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North
Clifton

Centreville
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Hill

To have real estate information listed in the
Connection, send to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Friday.

Bruce Green, regional vice president of
Weichert, Realtors announced Joyce Becker
of the McLean-Old Dominion office was rec-
ognized for
i n d u s t r y
success in
December. A
ne i ghbo r -
hood spe-
c i a l i s t ,
Becker led
the region
for new
home dollar
v o l u m e .
The region
compr i ses
offices lo-
c a t e d
throughout Virginia. Weichert, Realtors’
neighborhood specialists can be reached in
Weichert’s McLean-Old Dominion office at
(703) 821-
8300 at
6257 Old
D o m i n i o n
Drive.

G r e e n
also an-
n o u n c e d
J . D .
Callander of
t h e
M c L e a n /
D o l l e y
Madison of-
fice was rec-
ognized for
i n d u s t r y
successes in December. A neighborhood spe-
cialist, Callander led the region for resale
dollar volume.  The region is comprised of
offices located throughout Virginia.
Weichert, Realtors’ McLean/Dolley Madison
branch specialists can be reached at (703)

760-8880, located at 1313 Dolley Madi-
son Boulevard.

Karen Briscoe with the Huckaby
Briscoe Group, Keller Williams Realty in
McLean has earned the Certified Luxury
Home Marketing Specialist designation in
recognition of her experience, knowledge
and expertise in the luxury home market.
“Karen is an example of a real estate pro-
fessional who has worked to develop mar-
ket knowledge and the special skills and
competencies necessary to provide excep-
tional service in the fine homes and estates
marketplace,” said Institute President
Laurie Moore-Moore, upon announcing
Briscoe’s designation.

Briscoe is an award-winning real estate
professional who has gone through special
training and met performance standards in
the upper tier market.  She has been in real
estate since 1983. She specializes in the
McLean, Great Falls, Arlington, Falls
Church, Vienna, and Alexandria markets.

For current information on the local mar-
ket, contact Karen Briscoe at the Huckaby
Briscoe Group at (703) 734-0192 or e-mail
Homes@HBGroup.us.

Real Estate

 Joyce Becker

J.D. Callander
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TRUSTEE'S SALE

OF VALUABLE

IMPROVED REAL ESTATE

Improved by the premises known as

1634 Hicks Drive, Vienna, Virginia

In execution of a Deed of Trust from Michael Dalakis 
and Tammy Dalakis, dated August 10, 2007, and recorded Au-
gust 13, 2007, in Deed Book 19510 at page 1433 among the 
Land Records of Fairfax County, Virginia, the undersigned sub-
stitute trustee will offer for sale at public auction at the front en-
trance of the Judicial Center for Fairfax County, at 4110 Chain 
Bridge Road, Fairfax, Virginia, on

Tuesday, January 19, 2010 at 9:30 a.m. 

the following property being the property contained in said 
Deed of Trust, described as follows:

Lot 6, CHAPEL, as the same appears duly dedicated, platted 
and recorded in Deed Book 1123 at page 56 and Outlot A of a 
resubdivision of Lots 1, 2 and 3 and a residue of the Hicks 
land, CHAPEL HILL, as per Deed of Resubdivision recorded in 
Deed Book 1783 at page 491, among the Land Records of 
Fairfax County, Virginia.

Commonly known as 1634 Hicks Drive, Vienna, Virginia
22182.

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of $60,000.00 or ten per-
cent (10%) of the sale price, whichever amount is less, in the 
form of cash or its equivalent will be required of the purchaser 
at the time and place of sale; the balance of the purchase mon-
ey being due and payable within fifteen (15) days after sale, 
time expressly being of the essence, with interest at the rate of 
7.75 percent per annum from date of sale to date of 
settlement. Provided, however, that if the holder of the se-
cured promissory note is the successful bidder at the sale, no 
cash deposit shall be required, and part of or the entire indebt-
edness, including interest and costs, secured by the Deed of 
Trust, may be set off against the purchase price. 

Any defaulting purchaser shall forfeit the deposit and 
stand the risk and cost of resale.

Sale shall be made subject to all existing easements 
and restrictive covenants as the same may lawfully affect the 
real estate. Sale is further subject to mechanic's and/or materi-
alman's liens of record and not of record. The property will be 
sold subject to all conditions, covenants, restrictions, rights of 
redemption of federal lienholders or encumbrances, and agree-
ments of record affecting the same, if any.

In the event the undersigned trustee is unable to con-
vey to the purchaser good title, then purchaser's sole and ex-
clusive remedy shall be in the refund of the deposit paid at the 
time of sale.

The subject property and all improvements thereon will 
be sold in "as is" condition without warranty of any kind. Pur-
chaser shall be responsible for any and all building and/or zon-
ing code violations whether of record or not of record, as well 
as for all unpaid and enforceable homeowners' or condomini-
um owners' association dues and assessments, if any. Pur-
chaser also shall be responsible for obtaining possession of 
the property at his/her expense. Purchaser shall assume the 
risk of loss and shall be responsible for any damage, vandal-
ism, theft, destruction, or the like, of or to the property occur-
ring after the time of sale. Conveyance will be by special war-
ranty deed. Conveyancing, recording, transfer taxes, notary 
fees, examination of title, state stamps, and all other costs of 
conveyance are to be at the expense of purchaser. State and 
local taxes, public charges, and special or regular assess-
ments, if any, shall be adjusted to the date of sale and there-
after shall be assumed by the purchaser.

The undersigned trustee unconditionally reserves the 
right: (i) to waive the deposit requirement; (ii) to approve or dis-
approve the creditworthiness of any bidder and/or purchaser; 
(iii) to withdraw the property from sale at any time prior to ter-
mination of the bidding; (iv) to extend the time for bidding; (v) 
to reject any or all bids; (vi) to postpone or set over the date or 
time of sale; and (vii) to extend the period of time for settlement 
hereunder.

Additional terms and conditions of sale may be an-
nounced at the time of sale.

DAVID N. PRENSKY
Substitute Trustee

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
David N. Prensky
Chasen & Chasen
5225 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W. #500
Washington, D.C. 20015
(202) 244-4000

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING
➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers

ClassifiedClassifiedZone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CLEANING CLEANING

Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Complete Home Improvement
and Handyman

2nd Story additions to Decks
Since 1998

703-867-0119
Class A

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

ProfessorToolbox.com
“Where you can find any Construction

Professional in one place!”

www.ProfessorToolbox.com

Homeowners Looking For…
Qualified, Licensed, Insured

Contractors

MISC. SERVICES MISC. SERVICES

C&M PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

PAINTING
DRYWALL REPAIR

WALLPAPER REMOVAL
Licensed   Insured    Bonded      FREE ESTIMATES

703-250-4241

PAINTING PAINTING

RBV Decorators
Painting & Wallcovering Specialists
Interior - Exterior - Since 1970

Drywall Repair - Wallpaper Removal
Power Washing - Deck Sealing

All Work Guaranteed - Good References
Licensed & Insured - Very Reasonable Prices
703-425-2329 - 703-314-6930

10% discount
with this ad

.................................................

EXPERT
TREE REMOVAL, FIREWOOD

AT AFFORDABLE FEES

 Licensed HES Co. LLC. Insured

703-203-8853
Ask About Going Green!

Mulch, Gutter, Landscape

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

BATHROOM REMODELING
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Lot Land Clearing

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

HAULING HAULING

Do what 
you can, with

what you have,
where you are.

-Theodore
Roosevelt

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com
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News

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Connection

S
uperintendent Jack Dale wants to
ask the Fairfax County Board of Su
pervisors for an additional $57.8
million in funding to help meet

Fairfax County Public Schools budget needs
next year, according to a presentation he
made to the school board Jan. 7.

Fairfax already allocates the school sys-
tem approximately $1.7 billion annually, or
about 53 percent of the county’s overall
revenue. But Dale said the schools are fac-
ing a projected shortfall of $166 million in
the 2010-2011 school year, in part due to
rising costs that are out of the system’s con-
trol.

The additional money
equates to an increase of
three-cents per $100 of as-
sessed land value in the
Fairfax County real estate
property tax rate. Fairfax
schools draw approxi-
mately 75 percent of their
funding from the local
county government, which
in turn, almost exclusively
relies on real estate taxes
for revenue.

In addition to requesting
more money from the
county, Dale has suggested
$108.2 million in spending cuts to assist in
closing the schools system’s projected fund-
ing gap for next year.

The superintendent added that the qual-
ity of Fairfax County public education sys-
tem will suffer as a result of the cuts.

“We spend the same amount of money
on schools as Montgomery County, Md. but
we have 30,000 more students than they
do,” said Dale, referencing Fairfax’s largest
public education rival in the region.

Dale does not ultimately make the deci-
sion about the Fairfax schools’ budget. The
school board – largely relying on the
superintendent’s budget proposal as a tem-
plate –will make its formal request for fund-
ing from the Fairfax County Board of Su-
pervisors next month.

In late April, the supervisors will pass an
annual countywide budget and announce
how much they intend to allocate to Fairfax
schools overall next year.

Some school board members have already
indicated that they would like to ask the
county for funding above and beyond what
Dale has suggested.

“Let’s just say $57.8 million is not my fa-
vorite number,” said School Board member
Brad Center (Lee).

New Fees For Families
To make up for the budget shortfall, Dale

is proposing $3.4 million in new fees for

families and students, such as:
❖ a $75 charge for any Advanced Place-

ment or International Baccalaureate exam
a student takes

❖ a $100 student fee for participating on
a sports team

Proposed programs for elimina-
tion

Dale has proposed the elimination of the
following services:

❖ “behind the wheel” drivers education.
Fairfax students would now have to depend
on the private sector for such training.

❖ bus service to “gifted and talented” cen-
ters if a base school has “gifted and tal-
ented” equivalent classes available.

❖ bus service to academy
programs if there are fewer
than five students enrolled
in the program from a high
school.

❖ freshman athletics, in-
door track and winter
cheerleading

❖ foreign language in the
elementary schools (not
including immersion pro-
grams)

❖ elementary “focus”
programs (currently
present at Riverside, Fort
Hunt, Hollin Meadows,
Woodley Hills elementary
schools  in Mount Vernon;

Lake Anne and Forest Edge elementary
schools in Reston; Kent Gardens Elemen-
tary School  in McLean; Daniels Run El-
ementary School in Fairfax)

❖Pimmit Hills Alternative High School in
Falls Church

❖Modified School Calendar (currently
present at Dogwood Elementary School in
Reston, Franconia Elementary School in the
Springfield area, and Timber Lane Elemen-
tary School in the McLean area)

❖Project Excel (currently present at
Bucknell, Hollin Meadows, Hybla Valley,
Mount Vernon Woods, Riverside,
Woodlawn, Woodley Hills and Fort Belvoir
elementary schools in the Mount Vernon
area; Dogwood Elementary School in
Reston; Hutchinson Elementary School in
Herndon; Halley Elementary School in
Fairfax Station; and London Towne Elemen-
tary School in Centreville)

❖Most traditional summer school pro-
grams

Other Budget Actions
Dale has also proposed the following:
❖ To increase class size by one student

per teacher for all classes except special
education.

❖ To freeze employees salaries and not
give school system staff a “cost of living”
increase in the next year.

Area Families Will Feel
School Budget Crunch
County schools facing a projected shortfall of
$166 million in the 2010-2011 school year.

“We spend the
same amount of
money on schools
as Montgomery
County, Md. but
we have 30,000
more students
than they do.”

— Jack Dale

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

OBITUARY

Roger Jacob Chavez passed away on December 29th 
at his home in Millwood, Virginia surrounded by his loved ones. 

There are no immediate plans for a service. We will gather 
in the spring to celebrate Roger’s life. As for now, raise your 
glass to a printer, a tinkerer, a farmer, a dreamer, a visionary in 
Clarke County who made his dream real. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Clarke 
County Historical Association, P.O. Box 306, Berryville, VA 
22611.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
AT&T intends to file an application to construct a cellular tele-
communications tower at 2505 Cedar Lane, Vienna, Fairfax 
County, Virginia 22180. AT&T is publishing this notice in ac-
cordance with Federal regulation 37CFR1.1301 et seq, the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act and the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation 36 CFR 800. The project referenced as 
“Maple Avenue” will consist of the construction of a new tele-
communications compound which includes the installation of a 
115-foot tall monopine on which 12 telecommunications anten-
nas will be mounted, AT&T and T-Mobile equipment areas on 
raised platforms, and a ground level mesa cabinet and power 
back board. An 8’x 115’x 35’ wood fence and landscaping will 
surround the compound. Parties interested in submitting com-
ments or questions regarding any potential effects of the pro-
posed facility on Historic Properties may do so in writing by 
contacting Carolyn Mitchell, AT&T, at 7150 Standard Drive, 
Hanover, Maryland 21076 or c/o 
michael.wolf@atcassociates.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

30 Misc. Wanted

BUYING 
Estates, forclosures 

moving sales, antiques, 
bottles, old clothing any-
thing old. Professional 
& dependable 40 yrs 
exp 301-514-4234

115 Childcare Wanted

Looking for live-in 
nanny/housekeeper in 

Alexandria ASAP.
2 children (one in school 

and the other will start in a 
few months). Must like kids. 

Driving required. French, 
Spanish or Chinese prefera-
ble. Competitive salary with 

benefits. Pls call 
571-277-5814. 

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
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GREAT FALLS $1,199,000
Mediterranean style home with pool and
pool house sited on 2 acres backing to
River Bend golf course. This home has
amazing potential – it is ready to move into
or perfect to remodel and/or add on to.
Beautifully built with tile floors and arch-
ways. 4 bedrooms, 3 baths. Take a tour at
www.eileensummers.com.

Call Eileen Summers 703-244-3190

THE LEADER IN NORTHERN VIRGINIA REAL ESTATE
LONG & FOSTER

703.759.7777

When Professionalism Counts, Count on Professionals
Quality of Service is what sets Long & Foster apart from the rest. When you are ready for the
best available to handle your next real estate transaction, call on our agents to lead the way.

www.greatfallsvahomes.com

Roger
Applegate,

Manager

MCLEAN $3,649,000
Beautifully appointed all-brick colonial sited on gor-
geous acre lot just minutes from the nation’s capital.
Custom built using only the finest materials and
craftsmanship, this home offers approximately
10,000 sq ft of breathtaking living and entertaining
space. 7 bedrooms, 6.55 baths. A warm and wel-
coming home with a magnificent collection of fine
features! Take a tour at www.eileensummers.com.

Call Eileen Summers 703-244-3190

GREAT FALLS $995,000
Classic colonial exudes friendly charm
of country home on spacious 1-acre
level lot.  Updated kitchen & baths,
natural stone fpls, pegged wood
floors, cozy window seats.  4 bdrms,
2.55 baths, 2-car gar, 3 fin levels.

Donna Uscinski (703) 759-7204

GREAT FALLS $1,350,000
Timeless design on 1 acre with multi-
level decks for outdoor entertaining.
Light & bright artist studio with sepa-
rate entrance and private bath. 5
bdrms, 5.5 baths, 4-car gar, & 3 fin
levels of exquisite custom finishes.

Donna Uscinski (703) 759-7204

Dan Laytham Jan Laytham Donna Uscinski Eileen SummersMichelina Queri

GREAT FALLS $2,199,000
Impeccably designed colonial on 2.27 acres. It
exceeds expectations in quality and amenities! Just 3
years young. Fine features include both formal and
informal living and entertaining spaces. 5 bedrooms,
5.55 baths. Just minutes to the Great Falls Village
Center. Take a tour at www.eileensummers.com.
Call Eileen Summers 703-244-3190. Open Sunday,
January 17th, 1 to 4 pm.

Call Eileen Summers 703-244-3190

GREAT FALLS $1,200,000
Country waterfront retreat of 9.84
acres, including approximately 7-acre
spring-fed lake. Enjoy nature’s changing
scenes from the comfort of climate-con-
trolled greenhouse. Two/three bdrms,
2.5 baths, 2-car garage.

Call Karen Washburn 703-759-2199

GREAT FALLS $1,795,000
Private and protected. Rarely available
location in Cornwell Farm. Custom
contemporary with pool & spa on 5.5
acres. Fenced pastures, buffered by
woods, horse stable with water &
electricity, and run-in shed.

Call Karen Washburn 703-759-2199

Congratulations to our “Top Producers 4th Quarter 2009”

GREAT FALLS $3,795,000
(650 Mine Ridge Rd)

Architectural Construction can build
this home for you on private 5.5 acre
lot in desirable Cornwell Farm.
Gorgeous views, mature trees, rolling
fields, barn, fences, and pool. List price
includes house and lot.

Call Karen Washburn 703-759-2199

Barbara Rohde

Debra Rubin Shihab Khatib Linda Stokes Beth DadismanJane Peil Elizabeth Hajost


